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MOTHER AND SON

Eight-year-old Godeton Ritmanich gets a big hug from his
mather, Kimberly, a mamber of the 10&th Maintenancs
Battalion of the Mississippd Army Maticnal Guard bassd at
Gamp Sheloy im Hattiesbuwrg, Here iz Colaton's message to
his mom: 1 want everyons o know that Sgt. Kimbarky
Ritmanich is a very spscial Mom, When sha is at homsa, we
do everything togethar She is smart and vary funny. 'm so
vary proud of my Mom. | say a prayer for her every night. |
wiant everyons o know | love her bigger than the sky. | will
pray for her year in Iraq to pass fast, 80 she can be home

GUBMITTED PHOTO

Read Jarrod Moulds’ story,

“That sweet sound,”

in the Homes section of
“Profile 2005:
A Letter from Home.”

Lamar students: ‘In honor we salute you’

Ay Barnedf iz a staff writer for The
Shyttue, @ W-wvelly Rewspaper pablished
Oy Nasal dir Sation Meridiar, Her story
15 ehowt e wavedling May 19 of @ pinral
erogted by Lawmar School dlemeentary
slud et

T ane an Arniy brat aud grew up aerozs
flie Urited States. My dod was career
Awariy aed dmes @ public affeies olficor ot
ae podrt £a fis career” Aney 2add.

“Secirg i reporfing the mews froim
Somalia i whal wade we want to becawme
o jourralizt . T eafoy fhe wdlifary ifestwle,
I really dos’t irew gy different siace [
s radsed tead ey ”

Ay mearvied o Marine, swkich browght
hor fo Meridiar, Her nshand, Mike, i
gonig Hrroiggh Tight selvood aud sl be
i mged £n Marck.

“The stery I swrafe about Lamar
Elvwentary cane clagse fo howe for ime.
When T eas fr the efghth grade, wiy frther
s slationed i Sewmalia for @ year Ever
flroesegpli 4F svas wever declared @ war, i sere
Selt like one for ug af owe,” Ay said.

“Secirg those Mds demersfrate suek
Tove for thetr comntry and betng so proud of
fhedy parents sereing broaght beck so many
Henrriog "

By Amy Barnatt
special to The Star

Hoar do you henor & hero? 1 you leave it
up to the elementary students at Lamar
Schol in Meridian, it's simple.

You take lessons learned in history
class, add in an amazing art project and
dedicated students — and you have the
makings of a traveling tribute to our
heroes: “In Honor We Salute You.”

Jan Trest, an art instructor at Lamar
and students from kindergarien through
fifth grade started a wall mural to honor all
those who have served or are currently
serving in the armed forces.

“We do community projects every year
and we wanted to do something to honor
the military,” Trest said.

There are three, S-feot by 4-foot inter-
lecking pancls that are covered with
seenes [ike the Marines raising the flag at
Pwo Jirna, planes dropping bombs, soldiers
hunkering down in the trenches and dog-
fighting jets. There s even a silhouette of a
saldier playing the bugle at a graveside.

[n the middle of all this action stands a
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PHOTD BY AMY BRENETT MRS MERIAAN

HARD WORK
Austin Kimbrall, a fifth-grade studant at Lamar Schaol im Maeridian, checks out a
patrictic mural be and his classmates created o honor military servics,

large cak tree with vellow and red rbbons
hanging from its branches, The yellow rib-
bong remind s o remember ouae l:'l.l-:a]:lx..
and the rerd Fikbons signify the blood sherd.

Along the edges are photographs
donated by the students and the comim-
nity, soame dating back to the Civil War

“We had so rach support from the com-
mianity,” Trest aaid.

“There were s0 many stories and pho-
tographs that were donated, we had to
make two seraphbooks o aceompany the
mural everywhere it travels.”

Auvstin Kimbeall and Logan Enight, fifih-
graders, were among the many tha
domated photographs.

“My dad s in the Alr National Guard
and was able to come today,”™ Knlght said al
the unveiling. “He was serving in [rag and
hias to go back later this summer.”

Kimbrells father couldn't make it.

“My dad iz still overseas and knows
abowt the project,” Kimbrell sald. “My
mvom and grandma were here today taking

The ride of a lifetime

pletures so we can send them to him.”

The pride and hoenor of this praject was
ok anly felt by these tao students — Dt
by the many sailors, soldiers and Marines
who were asked to gign the muaral.

Tt bs aweeaome, The work they puat finto il
means a kot sald Personnelman S Petty
Offeer 1st Class Jesus (etega, "1 s also
very motivating to see this and Know how
tmach they care”

All military members past and present
were able to eome up on stage and look at
the el and sign i

“It is an honor for us o have them here
and it's & chance for g to |'L!Cl.ll!.e:|!|i.‘."fl.! them,"
Trest said. “1 hope that the Kids learned
respect for our countey and for all the men
andl wormen past and present and what they
hiawe doene for our great country.”

Hevw dlo v homor a ero?

If Wi ask Miaatiin Ki.lﬂbl"l']l.. the answer 5
tis become one: "When [ grow up 1 aant to
jain the military so [ can defend our
couniry.”

Wish you

Michele Robixsan has leed in Chanky most
af her life. She is married to Techrical S5t
Reraie Rebinson of the Mississippd Air National
Cuards 1866k Ay Refueling Wing. The conple
has bwe children, Melizsa, 17, and Tyler, 13,

A fifk-grade teqcher at Newten County
Elementary School, Mickele saws o “sponse
arigntation Right” lest year onboard o KC-135
gave her a beffer idea what her husband s Guard
germice 14 all abont.

By Michele Robinson
special 1 The Star

[n August 2004, | experienced something
that I've never experienced before, my first
flight in an aircraft — and it swrpassed all my
expectations,

[ had no intentions of flying anytime soon
until 1 got a eall from Connie Myers, a civilian
employees of the Mississippl Air Mational Cuard
in Meridian, asking me if [ would like to go on a
“spouse orientation fight.”

[ thought, "Sure, that would great,” but 1 had
no idea what an adventure was in store. Mot enly
was this my first flight but, when 1 arrived, |
fumd out that Congressman Chip Piekering
v b joining us.

[ thought [ would be very nervous, buat the
crew made me feel as safe as 1 T were riding ina

car. They were so nice and eager to share their
knowledge of flying and refueling with all of us.

My husband has always talked about how
beautiful the sky 1= from airplane, but [ had oo
idea, The clouds looked like puffy marshmallow
mountains to me, but even the beauty of the sky
was not the most amazing thing.

I was in awe when [ saw that F-15 pull up
beside us, When | was able to watch from the
boom pod while the F-15 was being refueled [ felt
speechless — and that is majoer for me! On our
Might back, [ had the cpportunity o &0 in the
cockpil and listen as the pilois communicated
with air traffic control.

As the daughter of a Marine Vietnam wet-
eranSAlr Mational Guardsman and the wife of a
Meridian Air Mational Guardsman, 1 have always
been very patriotic. However, watching those
men perform their jobs instilled even more pride
in m.

A simple thank-pou does not express my grat-
itueder for all that you de. | cannot put into words
how awesome this flicht experience was Mrs,
Yvette Wilkerson, wife of Staff Master Sgi. Doug
Wilkeraon, said it best: “The H|l.|'l.'|l' aof Wal-Mart 12
#one”

And that pretty much summed it up for us
girls. Thank vou for a day [ will never forget. Yon
are all great.

could have
been there

This lefter &5 frown Mickael
Sterliag, o seeoulli-grader al
Magnolia Middle Sckool. He iz
sty fo hds consin, Jacob
Sterling, IS, Armey, el Noes
i Hunterille, Ala.

Diear Jacokh,
Thank wou for suppaerting

the 115 over there in
Abghanistan.  Evervone  in
Meridian

missed you
oV
Christimas.
We all are
praving for
you.  Ewven
s peaple
at aur
church are
praving for
vou. We all
hope you
are coning
haomie sadm.

Stephanie, Uncle Gordan's
dog, was wery hyvper ower
Cheistimas, Grandmother's cal
didn't like it s0 well and gt
very angry at Stephanie. The
cat ewven hissed at Stephanie. It
was funny. You had to be there.
We wish yvou coulid've been
there,

1 just wanted to thank you
and all the other soldiers for
doing what vou all are deing.
Everyone back home is sup-
porting each and every one of
e Lrodps. Thank S foeit
fighting for our country.

Michael Sterling




